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Upon my appointment on March 19, 1998, as Independent Counsel in the matter of Bruce

Babbitt, I immediately set about the task of assembling an able staff, finding office space, and

reviewing the files of the Department of Justice’s preliminary investigation of the matter. 

Having previously served as a Deputy Independent Counsel under Independent Counsel James C.

McKay in the second investigation of Edwin Meese and as an Assistant United States Attorney

for the District of Columbia, and having been a white collar criminal defense attorney for over

ten years, I was familiar with the requirements and sensitivities of a significant public corruption

probe.  

I knew that the most important ingredient for achieving a just result was to hire lawyers,

investigators, and support staff with strong legal or investigative case experience, integrity, good

team skills, and excellent judgment.  I also wanted a team wherein the players had no personal or

political agendas and no sharp elbows or loose lips that would cause them to compromise the

work of the office or needlessly damage other persons’ reputations through the self-serving,

unauthorized disclosure of confidential investigative information.  As we submit this Final

Report, I am grateful beyond words that we, in fact, were able to assemble precisely the team that

was needed and that these professionals – each one of them – deserve the highest praise for their

outstanding service to the United States government and to the cause of justice.

Special thanks and appreciation are in order for my Deputy and old friend, Cary M.

Feldman.  Cary and I were classmates many years ago at the George Washington University Law

School and have enjoyed similar career paths since then.  Cary brought an enormous dose of

investigative experience to the investigation, having served for over six years in the U.S.


